Background: Vascular cell adhesion molecule 1 (VCAM-1) is a chemoattractant known to be upregulated in inflammatory diseases resulting in migration of bone marrow-derived cells (BMCs) to the site of inflammation via interaction with its ligand VLA-4. Furthermore, VCAM-1 was found to be upregulated in explanted hearts with dilated cardiomyopathy (DCM). However, it is unknown if the VCAM-1/VLA-4 interaction has a positive or negative impact on the progression of the disease. Therefore, we aimed to analyze the role of VCAM-1/VLA-4 interaction in a murine model of virusinduced DCM.
